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VIETNAM MORATORIUM, MAY 8-9-10 
March with students and workers from the Queensland Univ·ersity on May 8. 
Vietnam is a stake not a mistake 
- 1 Y:i million Vietnamese killed and maimed 
- 11 new bases and 47,000 troops in Thailand 
- 400 bombing raids daily over Laos. 
- expanding Japanese trade in Southeast Asia 
- more US money and arms to the Philippines 
- $200 million invested by US firms in Indonesia 
- $500 million invested in Latin America 
These facts hang together. They spell out United States domi-
nation and exploitation of The Third World, a goal pursued vig-
orously by the US government under Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy, 
Johnson, and Nixon. Vietnam is no "mistake," as some claim. It is 
a.ruthless, calculated, deliberate policy. Its aim? To keep the entire 
Pacific area in the US orbit and integrated into the US market system. 
ASIA 
Vietnam: The Key to the Pacific Empire. 
Vietnam is a stake not a mistake. The US occupies Vietnam to 
keep its hold on Asia. Vietnam is the keystone of its Pacific empire. 
The US does not care about the people of Vietnam. The 3.8 million 
tons of bombs dropped on the Vietnamese have proved that. The 
empire is what counts. Possession of Vietnam is needed to maintain 
its power elsewhere. 
Indonesia: The "Greatest Prize" 
Since Suharto's coup in 1965 and the slaughter of 500,000 
nationalists and communists the economy of Indonesia has come 
under the control of large US corporations. Over a dozen of them -
.... Were we California businessmen to play a more dynamic 
part in helping trade development in the Pacific Rim, we 
would have giant, hungry new markets for our products and 
vast new profit potential for our firms.' 
(Ca/if Bus. Mag., Sept-Oct., 1968). 
And profits there are. Construction firms like Utah Construction 
and Mining and Morrison-Knudson get rich building was bases. US 
farmers sell food to the Vietnamese whose fields have been napalm-
ed and defolitated. US industrialists and bankers are expanding their 
lucrative operations throughout SE Asia - 15 banks in Indonesia 
alone. 
Elites in countries heavily dominated by the us_ - South Korea, 
Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Thailand - make a fortune from US mili-
tary spending while their countries become severely dependent, and 
in fact, are mere enclaves of the US economy. Nixon praises them 
for having accepted the keys of progress .... prime reliance on 
private enterprise." 
THE WORLD 
The War Against Vietnam is a War Against the World 
According to General Westmoreland, "We are fighting the war in 
Vietnam to show that guerrilla warfare does not pay." Vietnam can-
not be allowed to win independence because other nations might 
be encouraged to do the same. Nixon said it himself: "For us to 
withdraw from that effort would mean a collapse not only of South 
Vietnam but Southeast Asia." 
Freeport, Sulphur, Alcoa, Gulf, Union Carbide, ---B--A--T--T--L--E----
Chase Manhattan, US Steel, Ocean Mining, 
The war in Vietnam is a war to perpetuate 
US control over the Third World. 
The Vietnamese have shown that short of 
total warfare, they can defeat the largest mili-
tary power in the world. The example of a 
Sinclair, Goodyear, Singer - have invested more LINE-Up 
than $200 million since 1965 to extract oil, 
copper, nickel, tin, bauxite, and lumber to en-
rich the West. 
'With its 100 million people and its 3000-
mile arc of islands containing the region's 
richest hoard of natural resources, I ndo-
nesia constitutes by far the greatest prize 
in the Southeast Asian area.' 
vastly superior military machine being defeated 
by a small nation of peasants gives the impetus 
to other countries of the Third World to fight 
for social revolution. It is evident that the Viet-
nam War is not explicable merely in terms of 
America's limited immediate economic interest ' 
in the country but more in terms of America's 
(R.M. Nixon, Foreign Affairs, Oct, 1967) Reprinted from Time magazine political, economic and cultural hegemony 
being decisively thwarted by an oppressed 
What do the Indonesians get out of it? $80 a year on the average, country. In Latin America, through the agency of the CIA, and the 
poor schools, poor health services, poor housing, debt, corrupt Alliance for Progress, through economic manipulation of an under-
government, and brutal repr~ssion. developed country by an advanced industrial country, through 
Thailand: 11 Air Bases and 47,000 Troops support of corrupt, feudal and military regimes, the US has suppres-
In Thailand, $2 billion in US military spending has created 
growth rates as high as 8%. US spokesmen cite this to justify their 
policies. But the $2 billion hasn't helped the Thai people. It has 
been used to buy off the ruling class, to construct 11 air bases, and 
support the 47,000 US troops needed to suppress the spreading 
guerrilla resistance. Along with the soldier comes the businessman, 
with investments of more than $195 million. Firestone, Kaiser Alu-
minium, Banker's Trust, and a new Rama Hilton in Bangkok. They 
want Thailand's oil, rubber, and tin. 
Japan: Junior Partner in the Empire 
The United States defeated Japan in WWII and assumed a domi-
nant position fn the Pacific. But now the US needs Japan - for trade 
and for bases to control the rest of the Pacific. Japan is the US' 
second largest foreign market and has served as a primary staging 
base for the US wars against Korea and Vietnam. Japan gains too. 
She trades more with Thailand than the US does. She needs Asian 
markets for her growth-hungry firms. 
"Empire" Means "Pro,fit" 
What good is a Pacific empire to the US? Profits - for US cor-
porations. Listen to Rudolph Peterson, President of the Bank of 
America: 
'There is no more vast or rich area for resource development 
or trade growth in the world today than this immense region, 
and it is virtually in our own front yard. 
sed or attempted to suppress movements of radical social change in 
Guatemala, Bolivia, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Brazil and other 
areas of the South American continent. All this in a continent that 
has 100 million people living in almost complete poverty. All this 
in a continent out of which in 1961 America took about 1 Y:i times 
what she shipped home from Europe, but on an investment 1 /3 the 
size. Between 1950 and 1955 America invested 2 billion dollars, 
made 3Y:i billion and took 1 Y:i billion ·out of the country. Through 
NATO she has also played a role in defeating liberation forces of 
Southern Africa. 
In Africa the people of Angola, Guinea, Mozambique, and South-
ern Africa are fighting desperately for the alleviation of immediate 
economic deprivation, for racial equality and for the expropriation 
of colonial interests. These interests, especially those of the Portu-
gese, are gaining strong military support from the US through NATO. 
America has shown throughout the world that she has a vested 
interest in opposing social revolution in oppressed nations. If Viet-
nam can win, the peoples of the Third World may well challenge 
imperialism with new hope of successful liberation. 
JOIN THE WORLD 
HELP DEFEAT U.S. IMPERIALISM IN VIETNAM 
Nixon 1s b~g of tricks 
The Basic Strategy 
Nixon's strategy for staying in Vietnam is threefold : (1) to reduce the 
number of US casualties in order to defuse domestic protest against the war, 
(2) to rely more on heavy bombing to maintain a high level of violence in 
Vietnam and (3) to try to finq some Vietnamese who will fight their fellow 
people. These changes and the corresponding shift in military strategy from 
"clear and hold" to "protective reaction" testify to the serious defeats inflic-
ted on the US by the Tet general uprising. Defeated in the countryside the US 
.remains garrisoned in the cities. 
The Charade in Paris 
When Nixon appointed Lodge as his delegate to the Paris talks, there was 
"near jubilation" in Saigon. Nixon has made it clear by that choice that he 
wants no progress in Paris. There has been none. The Ten Point solution to the 
war put forth PY the NLF and PRG has received no.serious consideration by 
the US. An offer for direct secret talks with the PRG has been refused . The 
utter lack of serious intent on the part of the US is indicated by Lodge's stalk-
ing out of the negotiating sessions and accusing the representatives of the PRG 
and Hanoi of recalcitrance. The "peace" pro-
posals advanced by the US demand in effect 
total surrender by the PRG. 
Cutbacks and Withdrawals 
Nixon says he's cutting back, but draft 
calls from June to October, 1969 were up 
70% from last year. He claims 60,000 troops 
withdrawn and makes it out to be a major 
concession . This just happens to be the same 
number proposed by Thieu last January be-
fore Nixon was even inaugurated. Between 
August 31 and October 2, the net troop re-
duction was 2,00. At that rate US troops will 
be out of Vietnam in 294 years. 
The "Vietnamization" Fraud 
Vietnamization is a lie. The first with-
drawal of 25,000 troops in 1969 was re-
placed immediately by new battalions of 
the same number. America has, in her imperial wars, always relied on superior 
technology. Her air power alone has been the determining factor in delaying 
P.R.G. victory. She is capable of escalating the war by the use of more sophi-
sticated weaponry, even though withdrawing significant numbers of troops. If 
she did, it would only be to protect her interests in other parts of the world 
(particularly Latin America) or to smash· the growing revolutionary movement 
at home. 
Threats Against the Movement 
The US has already oeen defeated in Vietnam, Nixon, Mitchell, and Agnew 
are busy lining up the scapegoats at home. There are conscious attempts to 
isolate the Left with the repression of the Black Panther Party, the beginning 
of a similar campaign against SDS, the conspiracy indictments, attacks on the 
New Mobilization and even against the moderate Moratorium. Countless Viet-
namese have been slaughtered and those to blame for it wax eloquent against 
"violence." We are well aware who creates the violence. 
As the protest movement against the Vietnam War in Australia becomes 
more effective, and as the movement broadens into challenging ~I our ex-
ploitative institutions we can expect the establishment (whether represented 
by Liberal or Labor governments) to attempt to crush it ruthlessly. Already 
where effective actions, such as demonstrations, strikes, occupations, etc., 
have challenged the control of our social institutions we have seen the re-
'pressions. These have taken the form of blacklistings (workers), expulsions 
(students). jailings and physical violence (by police and the military). 
Important Books analysing the nature of imperialism:-
FROM YALTA TO VIETNAM - D. Horowitz, Penguin 
IMPERIALISM AND REVOLUTION - D. Horowitz, Penguin 
AMERICAN POWER AND THE NEW MANDARINS - Noam Chomsky, 
Penguin 
THE POLITICS OF WAR - G. Kolko -Wiedenfeld and Nicholson 
THE GREAT FEAR IN LATIN AMERICA - J. Gerassi - Collier McMillan 
Available at: The Red and the Black Bookshop, 
Elizabeth Arcade, Elizabeth Street, Brisbane. 
Weapons of U.S. domination 
Military Control 
Eating up more than $80 billion a year of the nation's wealth to maintain the most massive 
military machine ever assembled, the US ogvernment hires a million ~ivilians to work for the 
military and keeps 3.4 million people in uniform. 1,517 ,OOO of them are overseas in 119 coun-
tries and 409 bases. This military network, ringing the world, is used to attack any group or 
nation that seeks to win independence from US world hegemony. The Congressional Record 
(June 23, 1969) listed 163 "instances of Use of U.S. Armed Forces Abroad," (1798-1964). 
The Pentagon owns assets approaching $200 billion, 3 times the combined assets of U.S. Steel, 
A .T . and T ., GM, Metropolitan Life, and Standard Oil (NJ). 
Alliances with Foreign Oligarchies 
An essential element in a system 
of world domination is to have your 
men in power wherever possible. To 
• this end the US has signed 8 major 
military pacts with 48 nations giving 
the US the right to intervene in those 
countries. Governments that co-
operate are handsomely rewarded 
with US money and .arms - about 
$125 billion in all since 1945. General 
Kittikachorn in Thailand, for example 
got $640 million between 1961 and 
1967 for allowing the US to build air 
bases there to bomb Laos and Vietnam. 
General Franco in Spain, between 
1949 and 1962, received $1,695 bil· 
lion. 
Suppression of National Independence Movements 
In the 60's, following Kennedy's lead, the US government 
tried to put a new face on the dirty business of putting down 
national independence movements, with special "mobile" 
troops - the "Green Berets," a new name - "limited war-
fare," and a high-powered "Research and Development" arm-
"Project Agile," (assigned the task of applying the tools of 
social science to help defeat guerrilla re'sistancel. The deaths 
of Lumumba, Ben Barka, and Che Guevara are only the most 
infamous "successes" of this effort. 
Penetration by US Firms 
Foreign investment is essential 
for the expansion of !JlOSt large US 
corporations. A few of them already 
get more than half their total profits 
from overseas operations (Heinz, 57%; 
I.T.&T., 50%; Standard Oil, 52%). 
For the economy as a whole profits 
from foreign investments increased 
from 10% to 22% of total profits be-
tween 1950 and 1964 (excluding 
banks). This increased profits from 
overseas operations from $2.1 billion 
to $7.1 billion. In South Africa, for 
example, 259 US firms have subsidi-
aries, affiliates, or branch offices, 
with investments worth $500 million, 
bringing in about $100 million a 
_year in profits (a 20% return). 
Cultural Subversion 
Over 40,000 Peace Corps "Ambassadors for the US" have 
worked in over 50 countries to "win friends for America " 
teach English, and project an idealistic image of the US. ' 
Meanwhile, USIS maintains libraries all over the world stock-
ed with US books, Hollywood floods the world with US 
movies, and COMSAT beams live broadcasts of rocket launch-
ings. Not to mention Time Magazine, Ford Foundation, or 
the American -University of Beirut. 
The war against Vietnam is a war against 'the wor1d · 
VIETNAM & AUSTRALIA 
What is the importance of Vietnam for the people of Australia? The Viet-
namese have opened up the question of international socialist revolution by 
chalienging a world system of exploitation and domination led by the US, 
and by managing to defeat the attempts of the US and its South-East Asian 
allies to crush their national and social liberation movement, and at the same 
time by forcing the US to over-extend their commitment capability in the 
area. 
Evidence of this. has been the tremendous development of the political, 
social, economic and cultural infrastructure built by the peoples of Laos, 
Tahiland, Burma, North India, the Phillippines, Malaya, Sarawak, and now 
Cambodia. The consolidation of their victories has made it certain that the 
US remains definitely on the defensive in terms of her interests in S.E. Asia, 
and her capacity to protect her interests in other continents. 
It is becoming more and more difficult.for the US and its allies to hide th.e 
real nature of the conflict in S.E. Asia, a conflict between people wanting to 
control the destiny of their own lives free from the terrible restrictions im-
posed by the most vicious and exploitative world system. It is also difficult 
for them to hide the ruthlessness of their killing machine which they have 
built to destroy such a people should they attempt to challenge this system. 
Son My (My Lail was not caused by a breakdown in this machine, it is the 
logical outcome of it. 
As small groups of stude~ts and workers in the Western countries have 
begun to realize the issues at stake in Vietnam, and wherever people are 
challenging US domination, they have begun to see that the cause of wars like 
Vietnam lie in the nature of the exploitative system which their imperial 
countries try to maintain. 
The students and workers have seen the solution to the suppression of the 
national, social and socialist liberation movements in the underdeveloped 
world. They have realized that the partial satisfaction of their material needs 
in the Western countries, has been at the expense of the people of the under-
developed world. People in "advanced" nations must take the power in their 
own countries so that they can begin to plan internationally a world economy 
which can satisfy the material needs of all human beings and not just the 
privileged minority that exists both in the "communist" countries and the 
capitalist countries. The students and workers are demanding socialist 
revolution of a new and international nature. 
In Australia we must analyse the nature of US power and the particular 
regional role that Australia has played in Korea, Malaya and Vietnam, and 
will play in sustaining world imperialism. We need to realize that despite of 
and partly due to our so-called material freedom there has been a huge loss of 
life in the under-developed world. In Australia we see the development of a 
political, social, economic and cultural system which restricts our human 
potentiality to the level of this material consumption. A society which, 
because a small class must protect its privileged economic and social position, 
freezes out the mass of the Australian people from the decisions most rele-
vant to the satisfaction of their human needs. 
Our revolution then is about human freedom. About the development of 
new political, social, economic and cultural institutions which will give 
people control over these decisions. We suggest that the answer is for the 
people who work in the factories, schools, universities to run them. This is 
the concept of self-management and workers' control. The extension of 
this struggle, we believe, provides the basis for developing the socialist cons-
ciousness which is necessary to overcome the cynicism and apathy bred in 
capitalist institutions where people feel alienated from their work, and 
powerless to change their human situation. It will be this sustained struggle 
for people's.power which will weaken the capacity of the major imperial 
powers to strike effectively at the revolutions in the under-developed world 
and at the same time advance the socialist revolution in the industrial 
countries. 
We must not be uncritical of the nature of potential and established 
socialist regimes of the .Third World. Their authoritariansim and, at times, 
their unnecessary brutality, must be openly condemmed. At the same time we 
must categorically state that these governments represent a prodigious step 
towards the material and cultural well-being of the mass of starving and op-
pressed people of the "underdeveloped nations". 
Finally we must clearly understand that we cannot simply express our 
opposition to US imperialism by one militant demonstration. We must build 
a revolutionary socialist movement in which students and workers will unite 
to struggle for an international economy based on equal distribution of the 
world's resources, and a society based on the right of people to live a produc-
tive, creative life in which they feel full involvement. 
"The Legitimate Government of South Vietnam" 
Who governs 
~The successes of the N LF, when contrasted with the inability of the Saigon 
~eg1me e~en to hold its own during the four and one half years of American 
intervention, seem to e~tabl ish beyond question that the N LF substantially 
represents the ~outh Vietnamese people. A revolutionary movement like that 
cannot be sustained_ by terror, but depends ultimately on the allegiance of the 
mass.~f the population. The NLF has clearly won this-allegiance, and the 
P~ov1s1on~I Revolutionary Government is the legitimate government of South 
Vietnam. -- The Harvard Crimson, 10/15/69. · 
Sollth 
Vietnam? 
Last June 6-8, the NLF brought together several hundred of its 
leaders and members of allied groups to form the Provisional Revo-
lutionary Government of South Vietnam. The meeting took place 
in an outdoor structure, somewhere'within South Vietnam. 
The formation of the PRG underlines the fact that the liberation 
forces have now become the actual functioning government of most 
of South Vietham. As a US military intelligence officer in Vietnam 
put it recently' 
'The Viet Cong today have the most developed political 
structure in South Vietnam. The ... (Saigon government) 
... is a late arrival on the scene and does not have the 
leadership necessary to challenge that VC political structure.' 
(US. News, 10/27/69). 
PRG spokesmen report that it controls 80% of the territory and 11 
million of the 14 million people in South Vietnam. In addition, the 
PRG has many loyal supporters in the coastal cities still controlled 
by the US and the Thieu-Ky-Khiem regime. 
The Character of the P.R.G. Administration 
The PRG administration actually provides an array of services 
that is far superior to what was available before the war. This is true 
despite the fact that whole schools, h'Jspitals, printing shops, and 
arms factories are located in underground shelters. PRG spokesmen 
report that in the liberated areas there is an educational system with 
6000 schools, 500,000 pupils, and two universities. Where there 
were once only a handful of doctors in all of Vietnam, the PRG now 
has medical personnel in % of the villages it controls. There are also 
47 newspapers and elaborate postal and currency systems in the 
liberated areas. In fact, persons who have spent time in Vietnam re-
port that the postal services of the PRG are probably more efficient 
than those of the Saigon government. 
Even under pressures of wartime, the PRG is making efforts to 
make its administrative processes directly responsible to the people. 
The new Swedish Premier Olaf Palme stated in February 1968 when 
he joined a pro-NLF march: 
'If one is to speak of democracy in Vietnam, it is obvious 
that this is represented in a considerably higher degree by 
the NLF than by the US and its allied juntas.' 
Local administration in the liberated areas is handled by revolution-
ary committees. In 1500 of the 2500 sub-districts where there are 
such committees, the PRG has been able to hold direct elections 
with universal suffrage. 
U.S. Efforts to Undercut the P.R.G. 
In dealing. with the PRG, the US strategy under both Johnson 
and Nixon has been twofold: to avoid recognizing or dealing with 
the PRG; and to attempt to eliminate its leadership. 
In all public statements there has been a studied attempt to 
avoid acknowledging even the existence of any kind of indigenous 
opposition leadership withiri South Vietnam. The US has refused to 
deal directly with PRG representatives in Paris. And all US offers 
and threats - such as Nixon's appeal to Ho - are made to represen-
tatives of North Vietnam. 
_ On the other hand, i'n secret strategy planning, there is a very 
clear recognition of the strength of the PRG leadership and a ruth· 
less determination to destroy it. While public speeches,by US 
officials warn cm,inously of civilian massacres, there has been more 
than ample documentation of_ the assassination list of perhaps 
80,000 names of members of the PRG 'infrastructure' drawn up 
for the CIA-sponsored Operation Phoenix. 
Urban Supporters Join the Coalition 
From the beginning, the strategy of the liberation movement in 
South Vietnam has been to draw together the broadest possible 
coalition in opposition to US domination and to the puppet Saigon 
regime. The formation of the National liberation Front in 1960 
was a major step in this process. As formed at that time, the NLF 
was a coalition of three different parties: 
1) The Radical Socialist Party, whose base is primarily intel-
lectuals; 
2) The Democratic Party, consisting mainly of traders and 
businessmen; and 
3) The People's Revolutionary Party, which first initiated and 
inspired the liberation struggle in South Vietnam. 
As this coalition won the support of millions of the people of South 
Vietnam, a whole array of mass organizations developed. These now 
range from minority and peasants' associations to unions of women 
youth, and students. 
Beyond the groups that were already part of the NL F, the major 
new element in the PRG is an organization of several hundred prom-
inent intellectuals and middle class persons from the cities - the 
Alliance of National, Democratic and Peace Forces. It controls · 
several significant positions, including the Ministry of Justice and 
the Ministry of Public Health, Social Affairs, and War Invalids. An 
Alliance member, Prof. Nguyen Van Kiet, is also one of the vice-
presidents of the PRG. 
The Alliance was formed in the spring of 1968, during the period 
after the Tet general uprising when hundreds of thousands of Viet-
namese joined the cause of the NLF (including 200,000 soldiers who 
defected from the Saigon army). One young member of the Alliance, 
a Buddhist pacifist woman, spoke of the process a few months later 
to a US journalist : 
'The Alliance was organized by city people, mostly 
middle class intellectuals. We offered to co-operate with 
the NLF, and the Front gladly accepted ... There are 
many ways to help. But, you know, sometimes violence 
is necessary - revolutionary violence to defend the 
people.' 
The g~neral Moratorium campaign which is obtaining large support from all sectors of the Australian community is 
characterized by the demands of "Withdraw Australian Troops" and "Repeal the National Service Act". 
We believe however that these demands neglect the real nature of the Vietnam War. The US and its allies' involvement 
is part of a consistent pattern of opposition to social revolution ih order to perpetuate its present world domination. 
Economic e~ploitatio·n· of the Third World by the US manifests itself in further inhuman terms through methods of 
cultural, social and m1l1tary repression. This final stage of repression is clearly expressed in its most hideous form in 
Vietnam. 
What the establishment would like to see in the coming Moratorium Campaign is ineffective forms of protest. Let us 
make our opposition to the war an effective one by taking militant action. 
Strike in your work place or educational institution . 
. A strike is bei~g called .at the Queensland University - Thursday, May 7, will see teach-ins throughout the day. 
Friday, May 8, will result in a march at 1.00 p.m. to the city. 
STUDENTS AND WORKERS JOIN IN SOLIDARITY - MARCH ON MAY 8 FROM THE UNIVERSITY. 
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